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“School feeding is a great tool to encourage education and provide food aid to children born into 

extremely impoverished situations. The kids in school being fed are empowered by their school meal 

to learn and better their lives!" Lauren Bush. 

 

Feeding dreams: Learners of Hillside Primary School performing a play on the benefits of the school feeding programme 
during the Africa Day for School Feeding celebration. 

School Feeding in Namibia contributes to increased enrolment and attendance rates and 

improves the nutrition status, health and cognitive development. Every school day about 

330,000 pre-primary and primary school learners in 1,400 schools across all 14 regions in 

Namibia are being fed with a nutritious, fortified mid-morning maize meal provided by the 

Ministry of Education, Arts and Culture with technical support from the UN World Food 

Programme (WFP). Governments invest in school feeding programmes because they present 

a valuable platform to deliver multiple benefits in a cost-effective manner and are powerful 

tools in the effort to reach Zero Hunger.  



The significance of school feeding as a vehicle to address hunger and increase access to 

education for children has gained increased attention in the African continent, exemplified by 

the fact that the 1st of March of each year has been designated as the Africa Day of School 

Feeding. The African Heads of State and Governments decided to annually commemorate this 

day during the 26th African Union Summit in January 2016 to heighten awareness of the 

importance of school feeding. This year’s theme, Home Grown School Feeding: Investment 

in Youth and Children to Harnessing the Demographic Dividend, emphasizes school feeding 

as an investment in a country’s future and not merely an expenditure of national resources. 

It re-affirms the fact that school feeding has short, medium and longer term gains as it 

supports children, especially those from vulnerable communities, with nutritious meals, 

addressing short term hunger and enabling them to participate and learn on a daily basis, 

while allowing them stay in school longer and graduate.  

Highlighting its commitment to School Feeding, Namibia celebrated the second Africa Day of 

School Feeding on the 3rd of March 2017 where students and distinguished guests gathered 

at Hillside Primary School in Katutura, a suburb at the outskirts of Windhoek town.  

Speaking at the celebrations, the Minister of Education, Arts and Culture and guest of honour, 

Honourable Katrina Hanse-Himarwa, re-affirmed the government’s commitment to support 

and even expand school feeding, given its importance in supporting education in Namibia. 

She stressed that school feeding was indeed an investment in the education of Namibian 

children and in their future. School meals, she said, “reduces short-term hunger, increase 

learner participation in class and serve as a vehicle for meeting the nutritional requirements 

of children.” School feeding contributes to improving the learning capacity of boys and girls 

and facilitating inclusive quality education that empowers Namibian children, and makes 

them more productive citizens, she added.  

School Feeding Programmes have been a key tool in realizing the efforts needed to get every 

girl and boy to school by reducing poverty related disparities as demanded by agenda 2063. 

While the Ministry of Education continues to prioritize school feeding as one of its key 

activities, the Minister emphasised the importance of accountability and efficient utilization 

of resources. She said, “We ought to, more than ever before, put our resources to optimum 

use and demonstrate delivery of quality results with urgency and speed…This can only be 



achieved if we are able to plan better, execute our programmes expeditiously, monitor and 

report activities, timely”.  

 

 

 

Hillside Primary school has a total number of 34 teachers, 5 support staff and 1,168 learners 

most of whom are from vulnerable households and where school feeding makes a significant 

contribution. Highlighting this, in her welcoming remarks the Principle of Hillside Primary 

School, Ms Natalie Uaendere, indicated that a meal a day stimulated optimal growth and 

health of learners saying, “We get energy from the food we consume and this energy gives us 

the ability to work.  Meaning that, without food these little ones will not be able to study and 

all our efforts to educate them will be in vain.”  

A Cost-benefit analysis conducted in 15 countries showed that every single dollar invested in 

school meals has an economic return of about USD3 to USD10 due to improved education and 

health among school children, leading to increased productivity when they become working 

adults. This return on investment is very hard for governments to ignore. 

Honourable Katrina Hanse-Himarwa Minister of Education Arts and Culture, addressing the learners of Hillside 
Priary School during the Africa Day for School Feeding Celebration 



WFP Representative and Country Director Ms. Jennifer Bitonde emphasized that the task of 

investing in the youth and children to harness the demographic dividend is enormous. In 

Namibia that investment is being realized through education, which enables young people to 

acquire the necessary skills to become competitive in the labour market. She emphasized that 

“it is important that we create strategic partnerships with all stakeholders to help advance 

this agenda.” She highlighted that partnership with the private sector is a great opportunity 

for further exploration while adding that in 2016, the private sector from around the world 

contributed more than USD 24 million to WFP supported school feeding programmes. She 

indicated that the private sector support goes beyond financial contributions and if 

adequately involved, can play a vital role in increasing public awareness of school meals 

programmes, supporting advocacy and fund raising campaigns and introducing innovation 

and technology, among others. She commended the Government of Namibia and the Ministry 

of Education in particular for their support to school feeding. However, she noted that while 

Namibia supports up to 80% of primary schools with school feeding some 20 million children 

across Africa still go to school hungry.  

 

WFP Representative and Country Director, Ms Jennifer Bitonde giving her Remarks during the Africa Day of school feeding 
where she highlights the importance of partnership. 



Showing their support, private sector actors such as Namibia Dairies, Nutri-foods, Heritage 

caterers, Pick-n-Pay, Kunene caterers and free Namibia caterers sponsored the Africa day for 

school feeding by donating food and non-food items such as cash vouchers, plates and spoons 

to the school to help fight hunger in Namibia. The Ministry of Education, Arts and Culture, 

with support from WFP, has now embarked on an initiative to involve and attract greater 

participation from the vibrant private sector in Namibia to maximize the effectiveness of the 

school feeding programme, and consultations with private sector actors so far have indicated 

keen interest to work with the Ministry of Education in doing so. 

Other related initiatives, such as the Home Grown School Feeding, will provide a structured 

market for smallholder producers resulting in a greater diversity of nutritious food in schools 

while increasing incomes for farmers. The MoEAC with support from WFP carried out a 

feasibility study in 2016 to establish the viability of schools purchasing locally produced fresh 

foods from smallholder producers. Preliminary findings from the study indicate a positive 

potential for schools to purchase food from smallholders. 

The Minister of Education urged all actors and friends of education to work together in 

supporting both overall education objectives and school feeding in particular, arguing that it 

is only through talking to each other that coordination and harmonization of efforts can 

achieve collective and greater results. She appreciated the support and keen interest of the 

private sector to support school feeding and urged many more actors to emulate this gesture. 

 

 


