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In this Issue, we wish 

to start by welcoming 

the new United Na-

tions Resident Coordi-

nator and UNDP Rep-

resentative to Namib-

ia, Ms. Kiki Gbeho 

who officially present-

ed her credentials to 

the Deputy Prime 

Minister and Minister International Relations and Coopera-

tion, Honourable Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah on 5 August 

2015.  We wish her well and pledge our full support as she 

drives the UN agenda in Namibia. We are very delighted to 

have her as our Invitee of the Month in this Issue.  

 

Our Office implemented several activities during the month 

of August 2015. In collaboration with the Namibia National 

Commission for UNESCO, we officially commenced cele-

brating  our Organisationôs 70th Anniversary with an intro-

ductory event at the National Theatre of Namibia. We are 

taking these celebrations as an opportunity to reflect on our 

work in Namibia with various stakeholders and map the 

way forward in the context of Sustainable Development 

Goals.  

 

This Issue covers the Southern African Regional Confer-

ence on Teachers, which was held in Maputo, Mozambique 

from 26-28 August 2015 under the theme: Improving Qual-

ity of Education through Quality Teachers; Sharing effec-

tive practices towards the Post 2015 Agendaò.  
 

Other articles include the launch of the Adult Learnersô 

Week; as well as Strengthening of community engage-

ment in children and young peopleôs access to Compre-

hensive Sexuality Education  (CSE) and Sexual and Re-

productive Health (SRH) services. Training of communi-

ty reporters on investigative journalism and the 11th 

World Assembly of the World Association of Community 

Radio Broadcasters and AMARC Africa 5th Pan- African 

conferences are  also covered in this Issue.  

 

Enjoy reading! 

 

Dr. Jean-Pierre Ilboudo 

Head of Office & UNESCO Representative to Namibia 
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bŜǿ ¦b wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ  

/ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ bŀƳƛōƛŀ 

Ms. Kiki Gbeho, new Resident Coordinator of the 

United Nations in Namibia.  

Ms Anita Kiki Ghebo has been appointed the new Unit-

ed Nations Resident Coordinator and UNDP Repre-

sentative in Namibia replacing Ambassaror Musinga T. 

Bandora. Ms. Gbeho officially presented her credentials 

to the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister International 

Relations and Cooperation, Honourable Netumbo Nan-

di-Ndaitwah on 5 August 2015.  

 

Prior to this assignment, Ms. Gbeho served the United 

Nations for over 20 years in various complex environ-

ments including in Cambodia, Angola, Iraq, Sudan and 

Somalia.  

 

For more information, refer to our Invitee of the 

Month section on Page 13 
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 UNESCOôs 70th Anniversary  

celebrations begin in Namibia 

I
9
!
5
 
h
C
 
h
C
C
L
/
9

 

member of the UNESCO Executive Board, Honourable 

Stanley Simaata urged Namibians to fully utilise the 

opportunities offered by UNESCO.   
 

In a speech read on his behalf by UNAIDS Country Direc-

tor, Dr. Tharcisse Barihuta, UNESCO Windhoek Head of 

Office, Dr. Jean-Pierre Ilboudo said as a national Office 

for Namibia, UNESCO Windhoek was primarily support-

ing the government of the Republic of Namibia to achieve 

its own development programmes and strategies con-

sistent with international agreements, declarations and 

conventions.  
 

ñThe Office drives UNESCOôs mission to contribute to 

the building of peace, the eradication of poverty, sustaina-

ble development and intercultural dialogue 

through education, the sciences, culture, andcommunica-

tion and informationò, he said.  
 

The 70th Anniversary celebrations are offering UNESCO 

and Namibia, as a Member State of the Organisation since 

2 November 1978, a unique opportunity to reflect on past 

achievements, revisit and rethink UNESCOôs orientations 

and programmes for the future, with particular focus on 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
 

Among the key achievements is UNESCOôs support to 

Namibia in the implementation of the Millennium Devel-

opment Goals, most of which were met.  
 

Two of Namibiaôs heritage sites are inscribed on the 

World Heritage List while three community radios were 

established with UNESCOôs support among many other 

interventions.  
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Deputy Minister of Higher Education, Training and 

Innovation, Honourable Dr. Becky Ndjoze-Ojo pre-

senting remarks on behalf her minister, Honourable 

Dr. Itah Kandjii-Murangi  

UNESCO Windhoek Office in collaboration 

with the Namibia National Commission for 

UNESCO commenced UNESCOôs 70th Anni-

versary celebrations  with an introductory 

event at the National Theatre of Namibia on 10 

August 2015.  
 

The event marked the beginning of celebra-

tions in Namibia that will include a main event 

on 22 September 2015 as well as a public lec-

ture on 25 November 2015. 
 

Speaking at the introductory event on behalf of 

the Minister of Higher  Education, Training 

and Innovation, Honourable Dr. Itah Kandjii

-Murangi, Deputy Minister Honourable Dr. 

Becky Ndjoze-Ojo lauded the cooperation 

between UNESCO and the Government of 

Namibia. She said this cooperation has seen 

Namibia making massive achievements in 

the areas of education (particularly education 

for all); HIV and Health Education; protection and pro-

motions of cultural heritage as well as media develop-

ment and promotion of freedom of expression. 

 

Speaking at the same occasion, the Deputy Minister of 

Information and Communication Technology and 

 

Part of UNESCO Windhoek Staff at the Introductory Event 
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Adult Learnersô Week, the most 

important celebration of lifelong 

learning in Namibia, was offi-

cially launched by the Minister 

of Education, Arts and Culture, 

Honourable Katrina Hanse-

Himarwa on 28th August 2015. 

Adult Learnersô Week will be 

celebrated together with the In-

ternational Literacy Day in Sep-

tember 2015. Multiple celebrato-

ry activities will be undertaken 

in the regions aimed at advocacy 

and sensitization; to mobilise the 

masses for enrolment in literacy 

programmes. 

 

The national theme for 2015 is 

ñLiteracy, the Foundation for 

Sustainable Societiesò. The 

theme is informed by the International theme: ñLiteracy and 

Sustainable Societiesò, which is annually proposed by 

UNESCO, to emphasise on the links between literacy and sus-

tainable development.  

 

Honourable Hanse-Himarwa said since 1965, when Interna-

tional Literacy Day was proclaimed, UNESCO has played a 

critical role by reminding the international community that 

ñliteracy is a human right and the foundation for all learningò. 

 

Adult Learnsô Week which started 23 years ago, has contribut-

ed to inspire adult learners across the country. This contribu-

tion can be identified in the current literacy rate of 94% and 

above in nine of the 14 regions of Namibia, which are: //Karas, 

Hardap, Khomas, Omusati, Oshana, Ohangwena, Zambezi, 

Erongo and Oshikoto. Furthermore, Namibia received the 

UNESCO Confucius Prize in 2013 for its National Adult 

Learning Programmes.   

 

The Hon. Minister reflected on the achievements of the country 

towards the promotion of literacy. The National Literacy Pro-

gramme has benefited over 500,000 Namibian men and women 

over the past 23 years.  

 

ñAdult Education is part of the Governmentôs commitment to 

national development and education for all which is enshrined 

in Vision 2030 and NDP4ò, she said.  She described literacy as 

ña basic human right to knowledgeò and as ñthe foundation of 

all skills and pre-requisite for economic development and  

poverty eradicationò. 
 

She highlighted the later by stating that ñilliteracy is 

internal povertyò and that ñthe chain of poverty can 

only be broken through educationò.  
 

She acknowledged UNESCO, diverse private and 

governmental agencies, individuals and other organ-

isations for ñtheir efforts and financial contributions 

in the fight against illiteracyò, adding that ñliteracy 

should be our dream, our practice and our way of 

lifeò.    
 

The event was also an opportunity to make visible 

the importance of literacy in the country and a call 

to join hands to work together to ñraise awareness 

and gather necessary grass roots participation in our 

efforts to improve the way we care for our planet 

and manage its resourcesò, as the UNESCO Direc-

tor General, Ms. Irina Bokova noted in her interna-

tional message also cited by the Hon. Katrina Hanse

-Himarwa.  
 

Deputy Permanent Secretary for Lifelong Learning, 

Ms. Claudia Tjikuua, Director of Adult Education, 

Mr. Beans Ngatjizeko and UNESCO Windhoek 

Head of Office, Dr. Jean Pierre Ilboudo attended the 

launch alongside other stakeholders such as civil 

society organizations and journalists.  

Minister of Education, Arts and Culture, Honourable Katrina Hanse-Himarwa  

officially launching Adult Leanersô Week 


